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Presidents Report 

Our small Tenterfield Club has had another successful year in 2015.  I thank fellow member for their 

support and my executive team for their reassuring guidance, faith and encouragement throughout 

the year.  There have been some significant achievements in 2015 and some challenges so let’s take 

stock of our Club in 2015, its members and where we may want to go in 2016. 

Our membership remains steady and we should acknowledge that our aging demographic means 

that some of us face permanent or temporary physical challenges to riding or participating in 

endurance and this can be stressful to individuals and colour our outlook.  Luckily TERC is not just 

about riding horses but also provides an important social network for us all and I am pleased that we 

genuinely share in each other’s achievements on track, empathise with our disappointments and 

encourage each other to keep trying in the true spirit of endurance. 

There have been some significant achievements on track this year.  Tenterfield was strongly 

represented at the 50th Tom Quilty in June with Caroline, Greg and Narelle all picking up buckles.  I 

was especially proud to see how our Club members combined with NRZ riders to have a coordinated 

strapping team and such high success for NRZ.  We all celebrated our buckle achievers and Ron 

Haigh’s tenth Quilty buckle as we were a team and very united.  Congratulations to Greg Lyons and 

Narelle Childs who consistently featured among the place getters in most of their rides this year. 

Our affiliation with QERA was strengthened after a vexatious takeover bid of the NRZ membership 

by NSWERA.  This proved to be nothing more than ill-informed and silly State Association politics 

that caused considerable stress and consumed a lot of our time.  However one good result has been 

the reformation and re definition of the NRZ within endurance.  NRZ has been rebranded and is 

recognised as a special entity by State Associations and AERA.  It is significant that Kyogle CER has 

been awarded the Qld State Championships for 2016. 

It’s a good thing we are organised.  Our Club was able to scramble and run a well attended ride in 

May after a forced one week postponement due to floods.  Due to good forcasting we were able to 

make an early postponement call to minimise disruption to nominees.  Nevertheless the 

rescheduled ride was not without its challenges in finding all the vets and officials required to run an 

altered event at short notice.  We are grateful to Eidsvold Club for permission to run our ride the 

same w/end as their event and it is significant that both rides were successful with slightly reduced 

numbers but the best result for riders.   A high commendation goes to our Ride Secretary Caroline 

who worked frantically to line up all the necessary support for the rescheduled ride and it would not 

have been possible to run our annual ride without her involvement this year.  We found new 

caterers in Rod and Collen Taylor who did a great job and are keen to be on board in 2016. 

All substantial developments at the Ride Base have been complete with significant expenditure on 

gravelling this year and installation of additional power outlets.  Grading and gravelling the grounds 

have created some other drainage issues that may need to be addressed.  Working bees have been 

well attended and should be just maintenance work from here on.  We have purchased additional 

tables and a water pump has been added to the assets register for 2015.  The Ride Base facilities are 

increasingly popular with the BCTR, NRTR, NEGRC and numerous bike groups are now regular users.  

We have an established cash flow from sub-letting the base to meet development and maintenance 

needs.  Other groups are voluntarily contributing to facilities with the NEGRC installing soap 



dispensers in the kitchen and lower toilet area.  Significantly we have suffered no mindless 

vandalism this year apart from the odd idiot doing donuts on the ground.  With so many groups 

using the grounds we may need to reconsider our Public Liability Cover and restricting use in the 

base area to camping only. 

You have a strong and diligent executive.  Jim Lillyman continues to provide a firm hand at the tiller 

as our Treasurer and I look forward to his report.  Carol Dixon has done a fantastic job this year and 

has been a primary driver bringing our Club into the digital age with the creation of our web-site  

www.tenterfieldendurance.com.au  Many thanks to our web master Angus.  This has been a great 

leap forward for our Club.  We have a point of contact and profile for the Club and members.  If you 

have not accessed the site I encourage you to so that you can provide a quick pen pick of yourself 

and endurance riding.  The new web-site has been instrumental in regulating use of the ride base 

and increased our recognition as the controllers of the area. 

As a C/steward in 2015 there has been a few horse treatments for colic that is not unexpected.  But 

there have been some accidents and injuries to horses and riders that remind me again that horse 

riding is a dangerous activity.  It is very important that any incident is reported to the Ride 

Organising Committee of any ride you attend for personal accident insurance reasons.  The 

consequences of an injury may not be immediately apparent however you do not want to be in the 

situation where you suffer chronic pain or face medical rehabilitation costs without access to 

insurance cover.   

Biosecurity matters remain a difficult issue for the sport.  In regard to Hendra, only about 20% of 

horses attending rides are vaccinated.  This may be surprizing but conflicting agendas and vet advice 

re Hendra confuse the issue and I think the risk level in adequately dealing with this remains high for 

ROC. 

There is a full calendar out for 2016 and our ride is well placed for 30 April/1 May w/end on a full 

moon.  We will have challenges getting a clear track and resourcing the ride but hope you will all be 

able to contribute to running a successful event.  I was fortunate to see new time scanning 

equipment in use at the Red Range Ride in October.  Tom McCormack has been instrumental in its 

design and implementation.  It is very accurate, mostly reliable and saves on manning positions at 

time-in gates, vetting-in gate and time-out gate.  I have requested to use the equipment at our 2016 

ride and I understand it will be in common use at State Championship rides.  I commend it to Ross 

Douse and his team for use at Tenterfield.  I look forward to seeing you at rides, working bees and 

around the camp fire in the coming year.  Happy Xmas, and New Year.  Good health and good luck to 

everyone.   
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